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Description :

Prsentation de I'diteur(This ebook contains a limited number of illustrations.) The ebook of the critically-
acclaimed popular science book by awriter who is fast becoming a celebrity mathematician.Prime numbers
are the very atoms of arithmetic. They a'so embody one of the most tantalising enigmas in the pursuit of
human knowledge. How can one predict when the next prime number will occur? Is there aformulawhich
could generate primes? These apparently simple questions have confounded mathematicians ever since the
Ancient Greeks.In 1859, the brilliant German mathematician Bernard Riemann put forward an idea which
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finally seemed to reveal amagical harmony at work in the numerical landscape. The promise that these
eternal, unchanging numbers would finally reveal their secret thrilled mathematicians around the world. Y et
Riemann, a hypochondriac and a troubled perfectionist, never publicly provided a proof for his hypothesis
and his housekeeper burnt all his personal papers on his death.Whoever cracks Riemann's hypothesis will go
downin history, for it hasimplications far beyond mathematics. In business, it is the lynchpin for security
and e-commerce. In science, it has critical ramifications in Quantum Mechanics, Chaos Theory, and the
future of computing. Pioneersin each of these fields are racing to crack the code and a prize of $1 million
has been offered to the winner. Asyet, it remains unsolved.In this breathtaking book, mathematician Marcus
du Sautoy tells the story of the eccentric and brilliant men who have struggled to solve one of the biggest
mysteriesin science. It isastory of strange journeys, last-minute escapes from death and the unguenchable
thirst for knowledge. Above all, it is amoving and awe-inspiring evocation of the mathematician's world and
the beauties and mysteries it contains.Revue de presseAn amazing book! Hugely enjoyable. Du Sautoy
provides a stunning journey into the wonderful world of primes. (Oliver Sacks)This fascinating account,
decoding the inscrutable language of the mathematical priesthood, iswritten like the purest poetry. (Simon
Winchester, author of The Professor and the Madman)This is awonderful book about one of the greatest
remaining mysteriesin mathematics. (Amir Aczel, author of Fermat's Last Theorem and The Riddle of the
Compass)No matter what your mathematical 1Q, you will enjoy reading The Music of the Primes. (Keith
Devlin, Stanford University, author of The Millennium Problems: The Seven Greatest Unsolved
Mathematical Puzzles of Our Time)Exceptional. ... A book that will draw readers normally indifferent to the
subject deep into the adventure of mathematics. (Booklist (starred review))[A] lively history. . .. A must for
math buffs. (Kirkus s)Fascinating. (Washington Post Book World)Prsentation de |'diteur(This ebook
contains a limited number of illustrations.) The ebook of the critically-acclaimed popular science book by a
writer who is fast becoming a celebrity mathematician.Prime numbers are the very atoms of arithmetic. They
also embody one of the most tantalising enigmas in the pursuit of human knowledge. How can one predict
when the next prime number will occur? Is there aformula which could generate primes? These apparently
simple questions have confounded mathematicians ever since the Ancient Greeks.In 1859, the brilliant
German mathematician Bernard Riemann put forward an idea which finally seemed to reveal amagical
harmony at work in the numerical landscape. The promise that these eternal, unchanging numbers would
finally reveal their secret thrilled mathematicians around the world. Y et Riemann, a hypochondriac and a
troubled perfectionist, never publicly provided a proof for his hypothesis and his housekeeper burnt al his
personal papers on his death.Whoever cracks Riemann's hypothesis will go down in history, for it has
implications far beyond mathematics. In business, it is the lynchpin for security and e-commerce. In science,
it has critical ramifications in Quantum Mechanics, Chaos Theory, and the future of computing. Pioneersin
each of these fields are racing to crack the code and a prize of $1 million has been offered to the winner. As
yet, it remains unsolved.In this breathtaking book, mathematician Marcus du Sautoy tells the story of the
eccentric and brilliant men who have struggled to solve one of the biggest mysteriesin science. It isa story
of strange journeys, last-minute escapes from death and the unquenchable thirst for knowledge. Above all, it
isamoving and awe-inspiring evocation of the mathematician's world and the beauties and mysteries it
contains.



