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Description :

Prsentation de |'diteurWinner of a CHOICE Outstanding Academic Title Award for 2011! This book offers
an introduction to modern ideas about infinity and their implications for mathematics. It unifiesideas from
set theory and mathematical logic, and traces their effects on mainstream mathematical topics of today, such
as number theory and combinatorics. The treatment is historical and partly informal, but with due attention
to the subtleties of the subject. Ideas are shown to evolve from natural mathematical questions about the
nature of infinity and the nature of proof, set against a background of broader questions and developmentsin
mathematics. A particular aim of the book isto acknowledge some important but neglected figuresin the


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00UVAPWJI

history of infinity, such as Post and Gentzen, alongside the recognized giants Cantor and Gdel. Prsentation
de I'diteurWinner of a CHOICE Outstanding Academic Title Award for 2011! This book offers an
introduction to modern ideas about infinity and their implications for mathematics. It unifies ideas from set
theory and mathematical logic, and traces their effects on mainstream mathematical topics of today, such as
number theory and combinatorics. The treatment is historical and partly informal, but with due attention to
the subtleties of the subject. |deas are shown to evolve from natural mathematical questions about the nature
of infinity and the nature of proof, set against a background of broader questions and developmentsin
mathematics. A particular aim of the book isto acknowledge some important but neglected figuresin the
history of infinity, such as Post and Gentzen, alongside the recognized giants Cantor and Gdel. Biographie
de I'auteurJohn Stillwell was born in Melbourne, Australiain 1942 and educated at Melbourne High Schooal,
the University of Melbourne (M.Sc. 1965), and MIT (Ph.D. 1970). From 1970 to 2001 he taught at Monash
University in Melbourne, and since 2002 he has been Professor of Mathematics at the University of San
Francisco. He has been an invited speaker at several international conferences, including the International
Congress of Mathematiciansin Zurich 1994. His works cover a wide spectrum of mathematics, from
trandations of classics by Dirichlet, Dedekind, Poincare, and Dehn to books on algebra, geometry, topology,
number theory, and their history. For his expository writing he was awarded the Chauvenet Prize of the
Mathematical Association of Americain 2005, and the AJCU National Book Award in 2009. Recent titles
by Stillwell include Y earning for the Impossible, Mathematics and Its History, The Four Pillars of
Geometry, and Geometry of Surfaces.



